Experiences in lingual nerve repair.
An account is given of the experience gained through the exploration of 23 lingual nerves injured during third molar surgery, including a description of the findings in each case and the repair methods used. Details are given of the results of the preoperative and postoperative assessment. The outcome on the whole has been disappointing, and possible reasons for this are discussed. The discussion includes an evaluation of the use of somatosensory evoked potentials as part of the diagnostic method.